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       LINN COUNTY CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

The Linn County Conservation Board 
has been planning for the future of the Linn 
County conservation system during the past 
several years. During these discussions, 
many conservation and natural resource 
needs were identified. These include declin-
ing water quality in rivers and streams with 
potential impact to drinking water supplies, 
loss of wetland resulting in reduced flood-
water storage and opportunities to naturally 
cleanse water, loss of wildlife habitat, needed 
county park improvements, and making trail 
connections to communities in the county.

These discussions and planning sessions 
resulted in request for a private poll to be 
conducted to determine how Linn County 
residents felt about these issues and which 
are the most important to them. This resulted 
in the proposal for a $40 million bond ques-
tion being placed on the November 8th ballot 
to address these needs and concerns. 

The Linn County Conservation Board  
voted unanimously to request that this 
question be placed on the ballot for the 
general election on November 8. The Board 
of Supervisors also unanimously voted to 
place this question on the ballot giving the 
residents of Linn County an opportunity to 
decide this question. 

The Linn County Conservation Board does 
not take lightly its obligation to the citizens 
of Linn County to protect the county’s nat-
ural resources and to provide opportunities 
for outdoor recreation and connecting people 
with nature. 
The goals and benefits of the bonds include: 
•  Protecting drinking water sources
•  Improving water quality in Linn County’s 

rivers and streams
•  Preserving natural areas for wildlife habitat
•  Maintaining land and enhancing wetlands 

to provide natural floodwater storage

•  Updating parks and expanding opportun- 
ities within the parks

•  Expanding the trail system to continue to 
connect Linn County communities with 
walking and biking trails

•  Increasing Conservation educational  
opportunities for area youth 
A privately funded public opinion poll 

of 400 registered voters in Linn County 
helped the Linn County Conservation Board 
determine priorities for the community and 
is reflected in the bond language. In this 
polling, 89% of the respondents agreed with 
the statement that we owe it to our children 
and grandchildren to save Linn County’s 
natural areas, clean water and wildlife so 
future generations can enjoy them the same 
way we do.

The Board has received a few questions  
in regard to the bond question: How will the 
funds be divided? 55% will go toward water 
quality, protection of drinking water sources 
and wildlife habitat; 30% for park improve-
ments, and upgrades; and 15% for trail devel-
opment. Both the Linn County Conservation 
Board and Board of Supervisors passed 
resolutions locking in these percentages. 

Can the funds be diverted for other purposes? 
No, the bond funds can only be used for the 
purposes identified in the ballot language. 

How much will the bonds cost? The  
average homeowner in Linn County will  
pay approximately $2.25 per month or  
approximately $27 per year over 20 years  
to pay off the bonds. 

Will any land be acquired by eminent  
domain/condemnation? No. Any land  
acquired will only be from willing sellers. 

Will there be opportunities to use these 
funds with federal and state grants? Yes. 
Most grant programs require a local match. 
The Linn County Conservation Board’s 
intention is to obtain grants and donations 
whenever possible to allow more projects  
to be accomplished. 

How will the public know how the money 
is spent? All projects will be developed in 
open meetings with opportunities for public 
involvement and comment. An annual  
report and audit will be prepared and made 
available. 

For more information about potential  
projects and additional background about  
the bond question, you can go to  
www.LinnCountyConservationBond.org  

Or feel free to contact me at  
dennis.goemaat@linncounty.org or  
319-892-6450. It is important that your voice 
is heard. Please be sure to turn the ballot over 
and vote on November 8. 

“

”

The bond question  below will appear on the back side of the  
ballot and be labeled Public Measure E. 
Shall the County of Linn, State of Iowa, issue its general obligation bonds in 
an amount not exceeding forty million dollars for the purposes of protecting 
sources of drinking water and the water quality of rivers and streams, includ-
ing the Cedar River and its tributaries; protecting and acquiring land to  
provide natural floodwater storage, improve water quality, protect natural 
areas and reduce flooding; providing fund to improve parks; providing  
biking and walking trails; and protecting wildlife habitat and natural areas,  
to be managed by the Linn County Conservation Board, with full public  
disclosure of all expenditures? 
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