At their recent conservation board meeting held on June 22, 2017, the Hamilton County Conservation Board (HCCB) agreed to keep their current policy regarding fireworks in county parks and conservation managed lands the same as per state parks.

Iowa Code section 461A.42 subsection 2 regarding parks has been updated as follows:

2.  The use of consumer fireworks or display fireworks, as defined in section 727.2, in state parks and preserves is prohibited 
Iowa Code section 727.2 "Fireworks", defines consumer fireworks, display fireworks, and novelties.  

Consumer fireworks includes first-class consumer fireworks and second-class consumer fireworks as those terms are defined in section 100.19, subsection 1.  "Consumer fireworks" does not include novelties enumerated in chapter 3 of the American pyrotechnics association's standard (APA) 87-1 or display fireworks enumerated in chapter 4 of the American pyrotechnics association's standard (APA) 87-1.

Display fireworks includes any explosive composition, or combination of explosive substances, or article prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation, and includes fireworks containing any explosive or flammable compound, or other device containing any explosive substance.  "Display fireworks" does not include novelties or consumer fireworks enumerated in chapter 3 of the American pyrotechnics association's standard (APA) 87-1.

Novelties includes all novelties enumerated in chapter 3 of the American pyrotechnics association's standard (APA) 87-1, and that comply with labeling regulations promulgated by the United States consumer product safety commission.

What does this mean for our parks?  
Individuals are allowed to use novelties in parks.  Novelties include the following (per ADA 87-1 section 3.2):  

· Party Poppers; Snapper; Toy Smoke Devices; Snakes; Glow Worms; Wire Sparklers; Dipped Sticks.
Individuals are not allowed to use consumer or display fireworks in parks.  Consumer fireworks is broken down into 2 categories:  first-class and second-class consumer fireworks and are defined in Iowa Code section 100.19.

First-class consumer fireworks means the following consumer fireworks, as described in APA 87-1, chapter 3 and are not allowed in the parks or areas managed by HCCB.
1. Aerial shell kits and reloadable tubes

2. Chasers

3. Helicopter and aerial spinners

4. Firecrackers

5. Mine and shell devices

6. Missile-type rockets

7. Roman candles

8. Sky rockets and bottle rockets

Second-class consumer fireworks means the following consumer fireworks, as described in APA 87-11, chapter 3 and are not allowed in the parks or areas managed by HCCB.
1. Cone fountains

2. Cylindrical fountains

3. Flitter sparklers

4. Ground and hand-held sparkling devices, including multiple tube ground and hand-held sparkling devices that are manufactured in accordance with APA-1, section 3.5

5. Ground spinners

6. Illuminating torches

7. Toy smoke devices that are not classified as novelties pursuant to APA 87-1, section 3.2

8. Wheels

9. Wire or dipped sparklers that are not classified as novelties pursuant to APA 87-1 section 3.2
