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Join us for the 2nd annual Iowa County Outdoor Adventure Day. Activities will include 

archery, trap shooting, canoeing, and many more. All ages are welcome at this free youth 

event. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 

Pre-registration forms will be available online in May at 

http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Iowa.aspx under 

ñRelated Itemsò and on the ñLake Iowa Parkò Facebook 

page. Those who pre-register are guaranteed a free T-shirt 

and lunch. If youôre interested in volunteering at this event, 

please contact Shelby at swilliams@co.iowa.ia.us or (319) 

655-8465. 
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Park news  

Fun Night with the Friends  
Betty Goodman, Board Member 

Friends of Iowa County Conservation Foundation 

 On April 11, 2015 the Friends of Iowa County Conservation Foundation held their 5th annual benefit 

dinner and silent auction at the Nature Center. Around 125 people attended the dinner. We would like to 

thank everyone that attended from near and far, the many people who donated items for the silent auction, 

and all the Friends Board members and spouses that helped also. The staff and anyone else that helped out 

deserve our sincere thanks! This was the best fund raiser yet thanks to so many supporters of the Friends. In 

regards to fundraising, this dinner is second only to the fall letter campaign, which raised over $10,000 this 

year. 

 Ursula Williams from Middle Amana and Stephen Hanson from Williamsburg entertained everyone with 

bluegrass music from the balcony above the main floor. It was awesome!  

 The main floor was set up for the Silent Auction. Everything was donated, and such a variety of items.  

There were paintings, jewelry, pies, cakes, gift certificates, and more. Before the dinner, wine tasting 

provided by Fireside Winery was available on the main floor, as well as appetizers of cheese, meat and 

crackers. Meat and cheese trays were donated by Roehrkasse Meat Company in Williamsburg. 

 When everyone was seated in the dining area in the 

basement, the staff (Mike, Shelby and Caitlin) gave a 

presentation on the happenings around Lake Iowa for the 

past year along with a slide presentation. It was great! 

 Caitlin, our Naturalist, told us about the quest to purchase 

a buffalo hide along with buffalo supplies such as the skull 

and other parts that were used by the Indians when the 

buffalo were plentiful in our country. They already had 

raised about half of the funds needed from an initial 

anonymous donation and additional supporters who made 

donations. Joan Robinson wisely suggested passing the hat 

around for donations, and guess what? Our generous patrons 

tossed in enough to make it possible to purchase the buffalo 

hide right away. 

 The dinner was catered by PHAT Daddyôs of Marengo. 

The food was excellent as usual. They grilled vegetables 

outside just before the dinner that were out of this world, as was the rest of the meal. The meats, cheese, and 

cake were perfect! Many door prizes were given away during the meal. Most people ended up taking one 

home. 

 After the meal Caitlin divided the tables into groups and was MC for a game show like game. She did a 

wonderful job of keeping the audience entertained. When the game was over the silent auction bidding went 

on for about ten more minutes. Then everyone went to see if they were the lucky winner of some of the 

auction items. 

 It was a great evening of fun close to home. We always appreciate the donations and support we receive. 

If you have any items you think would go well at the silent auction next year, please save them for us. 

Thanks again everyone! 

Attendees check out the silent auction items before 

dinner. 
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Iowa County  
Conservation Board 

Iowa County 
Conservation Staff 

Gordon Dietze, Millersburg 
John Gahring, Homestead 
Shirley Messer, Ladora 
Jim Scandridge, Victor 

Marcia Wehner, Williamsburg 

Mike Bode, Director 
Caitlin Savage, Naturalist 

Shelby Williams, Park Ranger 
Shelley Berger, Office Assistant 
Michael Lopez, Naturalist Intern 
Zach Ahrens, Conservation Tech 

Iowa County 
Board of Supervisors 

John Gahring 
Ray Garringer 
Kevin Heitshusen 
Vicki Pope 
Dale Walter 

Benefit dinner attendees enjoyed wine tasting 

provided by Fireside Winery. 

Guests enjoy a delicious dinner provided by PHAT 

Daddyôs. 
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