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Electra Miller, Cecilia Hagen, Bailey Berger, Breanna Zimmerman, Aaron Prior, and Ason Santosus.

Not pictured: Cole Lahndorf.
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Park News

»Creepy Cara

Lake lowa Park
September 28 & 29

Friday Night Saturday
Lake lowa Speaker &rnemy Board Tournamn
Outdoor Movie Pot Luck Lunch
Games
Trick or Treating
Haunted Hayrack Ride

For more information
Cal |
(3198465
Or Vi sit
http:// www. mycountyparks. com/ C
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Park News

State of the Conservation Department

By Mike Bode, Park Ranger and Acting Director

I n the hustle and bustle of our I ine of work, r
at the big picture. I n our case, it seems we hayv
projects over the past few years, that attenti on
al ways had right there in front of wus. From anyo
family, a common thread is shared; prioritizing.
seems that the priority of items on those | ists

Earlier this spring, shortly after our Natural:|
di stinct natural features within some of our are
plants had been overrun with invasive brush. Ma n
undesirable vegetation. Some areas had become ha

| have always been envious of County Conservat.
variety of equipment. Even though having this gr
advantage, persistence is always the best approa
been able to do some selective Timber Stand | mpr
Area. Webve also been able to cut, pull, and/ or
areas in the county.

We all take great pride in the new prOJectstha
pond renovatlons to the upgr-atcs =t —CR P9 N
systems, we have kept movif reyoufatfanofoLeakeelmNapark
extremely detailed work that mes Wi
areas in and around our Najure Center continues
busy as weII. Wi th all th?s\ﬁ3|tfba|*’“fa@ebéoﬁ<jya§eetb©ét
even more maintenance respjnf y ont
up on-doutf itsa . atest news on parkevents and
What you can expect to sele rogy amgt;aq'np'gp@und@mjatesa
guite simply a focus on ma nten mai nt e
vehicles and equi pment whe e ?)ch[cis a'fdnﬁogjevals
to the upkeep of our build ngs and other structu
quite simply a ot to keep mgwihdebddktom/ Akeldwapsrk
ar e onthetop of our priorrity I'st; Just ahea
| and t ha | CCB manages tha: are in constant need

inten al though not headelprus reach £,000:fans! i s

it
2012 |l owa Cg¢juntyl owa Count
Conservation]| BBoarrscer vati on oar
Vic Rathje, Amana|Mi ke Bode, Park Rpnge
Jim Scandridge, VjScetamr Curry, Naturplis
Marcia Wehner, Wi Il i amsburg
Gordon Dietze, MijJlersburg
Shirley Messer, Lphdor a
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Lake lowa Nature Center

History of the Friends of lowa County Conservation Foundation

By Randall Betz, Former Chairman

This organi zat

formed in Septel,
t hel dws and arti
i ncorpor atpiror i d

el ection of of

organi zation d

money for a new

e

and to further » WS IE e
:?W(a:lof]::iugtys/ g?naqu)Lelqe Iowaj\lat%%q.ﬁgtegr\?v@ made possible by the hard work
who serve three oftRedfiends 6f lofaSCounty Conservation Foundation.
One must go back prior to the
above date to undAfrtséaérantdhd hffoundati on was for med
events | eading tWeitnhber efnonrema t iCoPnAbdosf, vol unteered t
this organizati oonr.gaMairziaac i on. A fundraising cons.!
Koschmeder, nat ureaalsiisbti,| iways study which showed tt
i nstrument al I n cgoeutnttiyn gf oar gar onuepw onfat ur e center .
interested peopl eOne gfeitrhceirng of fomm he feasibilit:
a fAconservati on hcaerndt esrurcfoancnei trtoeaedo out to Lake | ov
in JanuargpmhOOifeenSaunbci ally if it were in place.
formed at that tBonaer dweorfe :Su(ple)r vi sors financed a s
buil ding, (2) f unadrr aaissitrhge, r(o3a)d was concerned. |t
mar keting, and (p4r)essetneterrionagd. tTohetshee | ake. This we
commi ttees went etvoerworok.helrhespring to keep the rc
building committefkllvitshnteuwgmtthree years | eading u.
nature center s, cseenlteecrt2e0di Oa2 OtbeBnntdartaiivsei ng f or t he
buil ding site, anhd ussetl eocft etdhef Ifooourndati on. Numer ot
plans. The fundroaihseirng ycpoensmiotft feundr ai si ng were ¢
devel oped fundr ausseidn gf osrt rsaetveegriaels year s . Present at
and consi dered wriittyi ncgougnrcaints, and service organi
proposal s The ngaornkteitniunegs t o have fundraisers to
commi ttee devel onpaetdurae bcreoncthewrr.e The most recent fi
and contacted secvoempdletarocnhiotfectthse, Pl ayscape ar ea
with -Waagpn of CeTmeg biggest stimulus was the aw
Rapids being chogsreanntt,o wireivtetleonp by Mari a, of $428,
the schematic drdaawisngso ogfo tohue and raise an addi't
proposed buil di nagn.d Tohreg asnti ezeartiinogns came t oget her &
commi ttee -s@ws ugonfd hSeu pbeyr vi sors pl edged $250, 000 &
articles of i nco$rlpoo0r,adt0i0o.n Onihtelr tshreal | er grants we
voluntary servi cerse onfataurleoccaelnt er, which was donc
attorney. the donations made by individual s
through 2010. Continued on |
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Lake lowa Nature Center

Hi story of Friends from Page 4
After the CAT Gr afMarwlesn awasr che d,e dKrbappg he Conser
specifications and drawings to get things ready
t he meanti me, the building committee from the Fr
him in the final plans and to make recommendati o
The Friends Foundation continues to be active i
activities at the nature center and Lake | owa. I
the nature center. At times the future | ooked bI
building and know that it wouldndt have happened
people in lowa County and surrounding areas. Con
ot her donations. We are truly thankful for the s
groundwor k for the Conservation Board to bring t
at the
Out door I nLeke lowa Nature Cqgnte
5: 00 PM Friday, Seprt:eombem 14, F2i0dady,
Fee: $5 per person|Phil Hey
Learning Where We]Ar
Bas C GP S as Science for the C
7: 00 PM Friday,
9: 00 AM Saturday, $ipgtermbenr 22, 20|12
At Gunderson Wil dl j|Pfreai Are aWhi t man: Wal
of nature is hightlig
Beglnnlng Bqual)tr}]gprograms are|fr
public. These progra
7: 30 AM Saturday, QGent phetr bly3 ,a g0dn2| f
gf‘ll (-:8145(5)6_6tﬁ)5regt| Be®sure to dwat01 t
ease register a V\}eebasstewolo Lay| s neev\
the schedul ed progryan. I Cpasogsra(,'_irrﬂs L
he Lake | ¢ p’\\ I Ce t e
meet at the | Yhay an]faut o™t € r
untess noteda. of fered by t he CC
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Seasonal Staff

Seasonal Staff from PageCale Lahndorf I|lives in V
These nine individual sathaweV wonrikse d atld g e tLhaehrn dtohri
summer to accomplish soHmee d@mjcaydivdrek ipmg jierctcso mg
Lake |l owa Park and the jodthegshd e darle@GB rHemrger s
sneak peak behind the siexcnmét wdrekitng,y lodhmdiar fl Ce&
Superheroes. | i ke football and basebal
Bailey Berger attendeds cWiololli.a n®stbhuerrgs ,Hisguhch as b
School. She |lives in ComirosyawmBerger is studying
ant hropology and historyEbhecltlowaMSt hee, UaivgrBsat
She recently had the oplpiowagsuniin yCdror sy uwliyt ha bh eora d
the Czech Republic. Whiilse gthwedyyi, ng hpamwkhas and gn atg
an excavation and foundCammuIrfiatct sClell @hg.i nYh a oi &
people of 9th <cen ry GasaparMorafvitahatT hprsodrsarhew
[

t
n

u
second year work g forthihe tliCteB.t d alse greemat seixep
was a UYC worker. Ber geamplso ytrhentl .e alde rs emaomiad n f
wor ker this year. I n heherf reemdawhmrer es hmo ctano fbeud o
enjoying the outdoors amdar tgiofiinggd omc wmldar echit wea re.s .
Erik Lee Chapman is froAaard |Rraimsrbuirg.from Mar e
Chapman started wor ki ngl awa c\Walslegw aitn o0 wl .t hHe ni
internship at Lake McBrCammu r8ii tnyt eC 210l1068g eh earhda sj u s
worked for the | owa Couantd rCatnisrealv arte ssu rBoes dpr o
He started as an Amer i Coagmpse rvwdtuindre elre aaawds e alse h
wor ked his way up to Maduwuttckeaoarmns.e Hiammgfeavorite th
Chapman, who enjoys worskédago mallt swarek eri st lkciug rwnmm
studying biology at | owmr Bjteadtes .Uni versity. He is
especially interested inAsgnafSansntesugncesidés hn
ti me Chapman | ikes to rSaret dous ewi,| Igoldd ,a gjourfiiarh
and generally be awesomdal colm Junior Senior Hig
Cecilia Hagen graduat ey C rwom kHelrV tHiiigsh sSicnhmoeorl. S
and is from rural Victogeadsamgaeln evmdll o yome rstt alr& d anw
sophomore year at the Umnpperrtsiniyt yft d owar K ha st ia
She plays trombone in tHhentumswsrcecdn ybanafrathr ch gr ibd
Occasionally she returnksi Keg oims teheHdrnda cliza%. to vi
her beloved Sam and DundBeeahepa FKomser smad dsegfro
Hagen is a UYC wor ker . drhaedwhatse ch afdr arhehi gh schoo
opportunity to | earn t oKiorpkewaaad Commumift ydi @dlelrem
equi pment this summer. transferring to | owa Stat
Trevor Howe atten@enilaswau dwa lnlge ye ndvuimioonrment al sc
Hi gh School This fall fhaermwiHdndeamd jdiaiing .g Hofwe
l' ives in rural Mar éHdn @gon.dZ iHema rsmarc t warse |i o kionch f4or

FFA. You may have recealtway s eleene rh i pra ssshioowri antge  a b
|l ivestock and winning cwWwas sae sgadad tfhiet |foovra SCwmmé ry
Fair. Besides his intereWe,iataghecuC€Breaneaedl uc
conservation, Howe i s atlesamat tiad eyhd aerd. muasd kt i amd
plays both the saxophoneomandr Wauti itamr .s tHpeweh drso .al T’
UYC worker .
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Property Highlight:

Simmons Timber Preserve

Old Nature Center Burned

The ol d nature center at
burned down on Tuesday, J

Located deep the Ladora Fire Departmen
i n the | owlands of di srepair and consi dered
the |l owa River Department set and monito
Val l ey is exercise. Several members
Si mmons Ti mber came out to watch the bur
Preserve. future, the lowa County C
Si mmons Ti mber use the |l ocation for othe
Preserve is 97
acres of river
vall ey | owl and
that is |l ocated on
the north side of
the | owa River
The 1l owa County
Conservation
Boar d obt alardeeaktree at Simmons
the I and though an
agreement with the Simmons family and was part o
the |l ate LlIoyd Simmons estate.

Si mmons ti mber preserve is predominantly silver
mapl e, cottonwood, black willow, and reed canary
grass scattered with bur oak trees. Much of what
be seen now has remained the same for a very | on
time. Many of the trees | ocated on the site are
and old, an interesting sight for everyone to se
one time, Simmons was a | arge island, water | ock
in the middle of the I owa River. The north and
eastern boundaries of the property are part of t
river bed. This was the scene for much time, unt
main river channel was rerouted to what it is to
|l eaving Simmons open by foot.

As of now, Simmons is difficult to be accessed
the gener al public since it appears to be | and I
by private property. The projected plans for thi
remote area are in the making. Prel i mi ary plans
i nclude | ocational signs, a driveway to access t
ar ea, a parking | ot, and hiking trails. I f you |
pl aces that seem untouched and isolated, then
Si mmons is a great place to be. Look for Simmons
Ti mber Preserve to be more accessable soon.

To find Simmons, drive north of Marengo on
V66, go westl151/ &omitlhe oomn LE Ave
unt il it ends, and | ook to the west. The sixtee
wi de access is currently marked with ATO posts.
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