
Middle 
River Forest 
County Park 
Access (#89) 
to Schildberg 
Access (#78)
Middle River
Forest Park

Access (river left) is the Trail-head access to the water-
trail. You should expect a moderately challenging paddle
as you navigate through the natural beauty of limestone
outcroppings, woodlands, abundant wildlife and numerous
river bends and riffl es. Schildberg Access is approximately
11 miles downstream.

Schildberg Access (#78) to Roseman Covered 
Bridge Access (#71)
This stretch of river travels through both timbered valleys
and open pasture. A few chutes and riffl es are scattered
throughout this section, with a moderately challenging
drop-off created by a ledge of shale which is located a 
few hundred yards upstream of the P-53 Bridge. Roseman
Covered Bridge Access is approximately 7 river miles
downstream.

Roseman Covered Bridge Access (#71) to Pammel 
Park Ford Access (#63)  
This section twists and turns through the most scenic
portion of river in Madison County, featuring a myriad
of natural attractions, from majestic limestone bluffs
and dense woodlands, to gently rolling grasslands. As
the gradient suggests, you should expect a moderately
challenging paddle as you drop down through numerous
chutes and ledges. You will encounter more rock bluffs and
longer fast-water chutes as you approach Pammel Park.
The Pammel Park Ford Access is approximately 8 miles
downstream. Be prepared to exit river-left for the short
portage route around the Pammel Park Ford.

Pammel Park Ford Access 
(#63) & Pammel Park 
Access (#61) to Middle River 
County Park Access (#54)
This section begins at the Pam-
mel Park Ford Access #63 (ac-
cesses located on both sides of
the river), makes an extended ox-
bow bend around the landmark
limestone backbone ridge and
re-enters Pammel Park briefl y on
the east side of Harmon Tunnel.
Pammel Park Access #61 is lo-
cated a few hundred yards down

river from the 
Pammel Park
Bridge on river 
right adjacent 
to the gabionto the gabion
rock retain-
ing wall. The
short distance 
between these 
two access 

pooints provides for a fun short trip for families and begin-
ninngg paddlers and doesn’t require a vehicle shuttle. Expect
the remaining section down river from Access #61 to be 
ann eeasy to moderate paddle as you encounter a few rock 
riffl ees and chutes, but are mostly treated to a shaded 
meaandered course through timbered banks and open 
coouuntry side. Expect to encounter numerous fallen
treeees/snags between the Highway 169 Bridge and 
the Middle River County Park access. The next 
accccess is approximately 9 miles downstreamm aat t
Midddle River County Park, which is locatedded oonn
the south edge of Winterset.

Middle River County Park Access 
(#54) to Holliwell Covered Bridge 
Access (#50):
Thhee river remains fairlyy sshhhaded 
wiithh a lot of timber eedgdgggdggd ee ee anananannd dd
the gradient beginnnnns s ss s totototooo flflflflflflflflflflflflaaaaaaaattttttttttttttttteneneneneneeennne

out, but remains challenging due to a higher degree of 
meandering. Expect to fi nd more downed trees and snags 
in this fi nal section. The fi nal access on the Water Trail is 
approximately 4 river miles downstream and located on 
river left immediately adjacent to the northwest corner ofriver left immediately adjacent to the northwest corner of 
Holliwell Covered Bridge.

Holliwell Covered Bridge Access (#50): 
This is the last developededd aaaaccccccccesesesesess s s s onononono tttthehehehe MMMididiiddldlleee RiRiRR vever r
Water Trail. The river bbbelele owowowow HHHHololololo lilililiiwewewwewelllllll iiiis s s s veveveryryry nnavava iggigabablelee aaandndndndd 
remains highly meaandndndereredededed. PaPaaPaaPaPaPaaaaddddddddddddddd leleleelersrsrrsr sshohh ululdd bebe aaaaawawaawaw rerererere tttthahaahahaatttt tt 
access to Middlelee RRRRivivivveeeer bbbbbelelelelelelelooooowwwoowooowoowwo ttttttttttttthhiiihhhhhhhhh ssss popopoinii t iss llimimmitititedededede tttttto o oo o brbbbbbrbrrrbrrbbbbrbrbrbbbbrbbridddddddddddiddddidddididdddddddddididdddddgegegegeggeggg  
crossings whhicicicchhhh cacacacan nn n beeeee ddddddifffifififi fififififififi fififi fi cccucuucucullttttlt tttttto oo nenenenenenenn gogogogogogogogogootitittitt atatattatee e dududududuue eee e e tototototototototototootoooto sssssssssssssssssstteteteteteettetetteeeteeteteetteteetetteepepepepeppeeepepeppppeppepeppeepeepppp-
bankedd sssslololoopepepepesssss anananandddd dedeededeeeensnsnnsnsssnsnnsseeee e vevevvveveeevvevvev gegegegeetattatatatttttataaatataaatatatitititittittiitit onononnonononononoononon.

Keep eep Your our Rivers ivers Cleanlean

W A T E R  T R A I L

ADAIR & MADISON COUNTY, IOWA
www.madisoncountyparks.org

Always carry a trash bag (mesh bag works better than 
plastic) in your canoe. Practice carry-in/carry-out with 
all the items that you bring with you. In addition to your 
own items, it is always recommended that you practice 
a “water-trail” version of “leave-no-trace” by picking up 
any litter that you see along your route. If you pick up 
an old tire(s), place such in the parking area of your exit 
access. The Madison County River Alliance will collect 
the tires and pay for the recycling fee. 

Madison County River AllianceMadison County River Alliance

Middle River is classifi ed as a non-meandered stream. 
Paddler’s rights using non-meandered streams are 
limited. The State owns the water, but does not own 
the riverbed. This allows paddlers to use the stream 
by fl oating. Trespass technically occurs when the 
individual steps out of the craft onto the streambed, 
sand bars, either bank or adjacent fi elds. Seek 
permission ahead of time if you know of a spot where 
you desire to camp, hike or hunt. Fences are legal 
across such streams and rivers. Most of the time the 
water has removed the fence or it is constructed in a 
manner that you can slip underneath the wire. Portage 
if necessary, but do not harm or remove the fence.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Iowa DNR 
515-281-5918
www.iowadnr.gov

Adair County 
Conservation Board
641-743-6450
adairccb@iowatelecome.net

Madison County 
Conservation Board
515-462-3536
www.madisoncountyparks.org

Madison County
Area Tourism
515-462-1185

EMERGENCY
Adair County Sheriff 
Department
641-743-2148

Madison County 
Sheriff Department
515-462-3575

Madison County 
Hospital
515-462-5100

Madison County 
Ambulance Service
515-462-2253
911 - Emergency

Non-on-meandered eandered Streams, treams, 
Fences, the ences, the Law & aw & Your our Canoeanoe
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Made possible through 
the efforts of the following 

agencies and organizations;

Iowa DNR Water Trails Program

Adair County Conservation Board

Madison County Conservation Board

Madison County River Alliance

Madison County Covered Bridge Preservation Association

Madison County Foundation for Environmental Education

Geology
The Adair and Madison County region escaped the most 
recent glaciations of approximately 12,000 to 15,000 years 
ago and is thus part of the Southern Iowa Drift Plain. The 
visual appearance of this region is prominently dominated by 
ththe e rolling hills made up of layers of loess and glacial till which
are shhapapeded and supported by thick layers of limestone and
shale formed mmililliliono s of years ago during the era when a vast 
area of the Midwest waass papartrt of the Carboniferous Sea. 

The The rolling terrain became further defi ned a dnd aaccccenentutuatateded 
by the many bmany beautiful meandering river valleys (Grand River, 
North River, Middle Rivddle River, Jones Creek and Clanton Creek) 
that transect Adair and Madison CoM dison County. The geology of this 

region becomes most striking when canoeing our rivers. 
Dispersed primarily through the central region of Madison
County, majestic limestone walls and cliffs, with intermixed 
lalayeyers of shale, greet river users, with the 
most pprorominent high cliffs found along 
Middle Riverr jjusust above Pammel Park

Close inspection of limeeststono e base layers
immediately adjacent to the ririvever banks reveal 
fossilized aquatic organisms from tht e carboniferous
sea era. Clam shells, and rocks contntaining fascinating 
animal and aquatic plant fossils canan be found
on mostt ofof tthehe rriviverer’ss mmananyy sasandnd & rock bars.

American Rivers have always shaped 

  the migration of this continents earliest civilizations    

     and their Cultural Growth

River Routes

Fusulinids fossiills (looooks llike 
rice) embedded d in liimmeststoone 

& Mollususk ShShell fofossil

MAMMALS:
___ Woodchuck
___ Raccoon
___ Bat
___ Muskrat
___ Fox Squirrel
___ White-Tailed Deer
___ Beaver
___ River Otter
___ Mink

BIRDS:
___ Wood Duck
___ Great Blue Heron
___ Bald Eagle
___ Hawks
___ Bank Swallow
___ Belted Kingfi sher
___ Canada Goose
___ Green Heron
___ Woodpeckers
___ Owls

FISH:
___ Carp
___ Channel Catfi sh
___ Flathead Catfi sh
___ Walleye
___ Bluegill
___ Suckers
___ Minnows

REPTILES/AMPHIBIANS
___ Northern Water Snake
___ Garter Snake
___ Black Rat Snake
___ Tadpoles
___ Frogs or Toad
___ Painted Turtle
___ Snapping Turtle
___ Soft-Shelled Turtle

INSECTS & 
INVERTEBRATES:
___ Water Beetle
___ Leech
___ Crayfi sh
___ Clam (live & old shells)
___ Dragon Fly
___ Damsel Fly
___ Spider Web
___ Butterfl y

OTHER:
___ Fossils
___ Animal Tracks
___ Early-American 
Artifacts
___ Old Pottery 
        (chips & pieces)
___ Fossilized Bones

Please do not harm any of our wildlife 
or disturb their nest and dens.

Water-Trail ChecklistWater-Trail Checklist

Safety on the RiverSafety on the River

Although Middle River is generally a safe and easy river 
to navigate, there are always safety precautions you 
need to practice:

• Wear a life jacket! Each person in your vessel is 
required to have at least one type of personal fl otation 
device (Type I, II, III or IV). Remember, it doesn’t work if 
you don’t wear it!

• Don’t boat under the infl uence! For your safety, don’t 
use alcohol or drugs on the water.

• Watch for hazards! On rivers, hazards like low-head 
dams, fences, snags, sweepers, rocks and bridge 
abutments may be present. Low-head dams can be 
killers. Avoid them!

The ford in Pammel Park is the only low-head dam type 
of obstacle found on Middle River and its location is 
shown on the water-trail map. When approaching the 
ford, watch for signs directing you to exit “river-left” so 
that you can safely portage around the ford and re-enter 
the river just downstream of the ford. 

• While navigating the river, watch for rocks and logs 
just below the surface. The hidden obstacle is always a 
few feet upstream of the rippled water. Look for a “V”-
shaped current that marks the best water fl ow between 
objects.

• Pay attention to the river bank. Sweepers or strainers 
are low hanging limbs or logs that extend out from the 
bank and over the river. These obstructions can capsize 
you and cause you to become entrapped, a common 
cause of river fatalities. Log jams/fl oating debris piles 
create the same life threatening hazards as sweepers/
strainers. Snags & debris hidden below the surface of 
the log-jam can entrap you. When approaching these 
obstacles, plan ahead – usually the inside bend of a 
river is the safest and shallowest course to avoid such 
hazards.

• Check on river conditions by contacting one of the 
County Conservation Boards. Know your paddling 
ability and use common sense when deciding when river 
levels are too hazardous. Never paddle when the river is 
quickly rising, or is at or near fl ood stage. 

• Plan to get wet! You may capsize, so dress for the 
weather. Even at low-water levels, your feet will get wet. 
Wear proper foot wear to guard against sharp rocks and 
other objects. 

• Bring a dry-bag! Use the 
dry-bag to store an extra 
set of clothes, fl ash light, 
and cell-phone – and 
make sure you tie your 
dry-bag securely to 
your vessel.

• Carry a spare paddle, 
and secure it to the 
vessel.

Cultural 
History
RRiRiRiRRivveeveersrrsrss hhaveee hihihiststsstororricicicalalallyylyy bbbeeeenn ththhe e ee
mmamamammm gngngngg ettetett ooof f alall l huhuhumamam nn acactitiviviiitytytyt ,, 
eseseseseseee pepepeepecialallyl oourur eeeaarrrrlililllll esesese t t cicic viviv lilil zazazaatititiononons s 
ananana d d d d pipp onnnneeeeeeerssrsrs... RiRiRRivevever r r cocococorrrrrrr ididididororororss s 
ppprprprovovovvidededdd ttttheheehee rrricicicichhhh hahahahabibibibitatatataatstststs fffororrror 
thththtt ooouousasaaandndndn s s s ofofofof sssspepepepecicicicicieeseses ooof ff f plplplplp anananana tstststs
aanannnddd d anannimimimimalalals.s.s. TTTThehehehe rrivivverererere s s s ss wewewewerere 
tththhee ee tranannnspsporro taatatititionoon cccororororririr dodododorsrsrsrs fforoorr 
exxxxexxexe plororrratataatioioionnn ananand ddd ouuour r hihihiststororicicicalal 
wwwewesttwwwawaardrdrd mmmigiggrararatititionon. RiRiRiveveverrsrs 
ppprovididdeddded ttthehehe wwwatataterer, fofoododod aaandndndd pprprp ovididdededed ttthhe w tat rere ,,, fofoodod aa  
sshhhshs elteeteterr r foffoforr rr ououurr r eaeaearlrlrlrlieiieieststst iiinhnhnhhabababbititititanananantststts, , ,
aadaddadvenntntntntururururesesee omommme e ee exex lplplororere s s s anand d
eeeeve entuuuuuuualaaa  homesesteteeadaderrerss.s. OOOOvever rr
ttit mme, thtthhhhthheseseseseeee trtrtrtranaaa sps orortatatitiono  needsdsds 
cchhana gggeeg d frromom ssiimimplplpllee ee exexexexplpllplplororororatatatatatiioioioionn
tto a nnnneecessary mode off ttrravel tot  
moovvvev tthousands of peopplele as 
wew llll aas tons of commoditiess. Our wwellll aas tons of commoditiess. Our
rivveerss also evolved into provididingn  
ssoouurrces of power.

ToToodday, rivers are still important
foor these foof r these same reasons plus they 
pprovide all of us withus with recreational 
oopportunities. Through the the

enenenjojojoymymymymenennenennentt t t ofofofoo mmmododdodddereeernnn daddad yyy yy
rerereerecrccreaeaeaatitit ononalalaa uusesesees sss ononnonon oooururur rrivivvvererrs,ss,s,s  
weweweww nnnneeeeeeeeedd dd toto kkkeeeeeeppp ininnn mmmmininddd thhththt ee ee
hihih stststtsststororoo iciciicicalaalal iimpmpmm ororrtatatancncce e ofof ooururur rriviverers s 
ananandddd cocoocontntntntininininueueu tto o oo prprp ototttecececeect tt thththosososeeee
fefefeatatatururureseses tttthahahat tt tetett lllll aaaa sssstotoryryr ooff ououo r rr
papapaststst aaandndnd sservee as irichch rrememe ininndededeerssrssrs  
totototo uuuussss totototo bbbeee gogogogoodododo sssteteewawwawardrdrdr ss s ofofof ssssucucucu h hh 
a aaa vivvivvitatatatat llll rerreeresoososourururu cecececc ...

HiHiHiHiH stststs orororicci alalallylylyy,, wewew tttenenennddd d tototototo fffffocococococususususus 
ononon oobjbjbjececcectsttststs aaandndnddnd sssstrtrtrtrucucucu tutuutut rerererres.s.sss BBBBBututututu  
iitit iiiss thththeee pepepeopopoplelele, hwhwhoo wewewerere oourur 
eaeae rlrlrlieieieststst ssssetetetttltltlt erererss,s, wwwhoho dddefiefiefinnne ee

hi tt i llttt ThThTh louour r hihiststororicccc ccculululultutututurerere. ThThThee e pepepep opopoplele 
cacamem fforor ttheheh rricicichhhh sosososoililli ttthehey y cacallllededdd 
tththe Hoososieiei r Prairie, and the 
abababbaba unuunununndaddaddadaaantntntntntnt ssssssstrtrtrtrtrreaeaeaeamsmsmsm . ThThThThT erererere ee weere 
fofoorererereststs s s alalallonononongggg thththt esessese e e ststttststrereererereammamms s fofof  
sugar maple,, bbbblalalack walnut ana dd
towering cotton woods. Buffalo, 
elk and deer roamed the woods
and prairie. There was lumber and 
stone for building. Prairie Rivers 
lilike the Middle River are living 
reprresesentatives of the resources
that provivideded for the life we now 
enjoy.

OnOnOnOnOnnne e ofofofffofof tttthhehehee rrrricicicicheeheeeststtts hhhhiisisistottoriririrricacacacaaall anananaandddddddd
cucucuc ltltltturururuu alal aaaaaspspspspspececectststss aaaalololongngg MMMMMMidididdidi dldldd ee e
RiRiRRiRiveeveveerr r r arararrrre e e thththhe e CoCoCCoveverereeeddd BrBrididdgegegeesss ofofo   
MaMaMaMaM didid soson n n CoCoCoununntytyty. ThThhee ee e HoHoHoHolllllliwiwiwelele lll
BrBrBridididdgegegege (((181818880808088 ) ) ananand d d dd RoRoRoRoseseses mamamann
BrBrBrididddgegeege ((((1818181 8383833)) ) ) wewewewerererer ttttwowowoww oooof f ff thththe e e fifi firsrsrstt t
cocococcoveveveveererererereddddd brbbrbrbrididdidgegegegeg ss sss bububuuililililt tt t inininin MMMMadadadisisisoononon 
CoCoCoCounununtytytytyy aaaandndndndnd ttttthehehehhey yy y stststanana d dddd ststts oioioiio c c cc
totototodadddaday yy y ininininn ttttheheheheeirririri ooooriririgigigiginananan l l l loolollocaacacatititititionoononns.ss.s.s. 
ThThThThTheesesese ee rerereremamamaamainnnininininininggggg coocococ vveeveerererered ddd brbrb idididgegegegegess s
papapapaininiininttt t aa aa stststststorororororyy y y ofofof ppioiioioneneneerer pppeoeoeeeopllplple e eee
whwhw oo totookokooko wwwhahahat tt thththhtheyey hhadad aaandndd dddididdid 
thththeee momoststt wwwititithhh ititit.. ThThThesese ee stststruruructctctururureses 
ararre eee aaa trtrtribibibutututeee tototoo aaa ggene erer tatatiiobibutee toto aa gggenenerereratatatioioi n n ofof 
piononeeeersrs wwhoho lefeftt a a laandndd bbbetetteter r
than they fofoundd itt andnd lleaeaeaavev s tototto 
uss aa llink with aa rromantic past.

Historical Features in Pammel State Park (1930)
 • The Harmon Tunnel, originally constructed in 1858 as a small conduit to detour water to power 

a mill on the east side of the limestone backbone, was eventually enlarged to allow vehicle traffi c 
and became the fi rst and only highway tunnel in Iowa in 1925. 

 •The Middle River Ford, the only means of providing access to the west 
side of Pammel Park at this location, was built in the 1920’s.

 •The Pammel Park Lodge was built by the State in the 1920’s and was 
constructed from the native rock and timber found on the park property.

 •The Backbone Shelter, located north of the campground area, sits atop 
the limestone backbone ridge that runs the length of Pammel Park. This 
shelter, along with much of the existing trail system, was constructed by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930’s.

Fish & Wildlife
Fishing
ThThT erereree ararre e e nunun meemerororoousususus fifisshh spspspecececcieieies sss fofofoounununndd d inin MMMididdldle e RiRivever.r  Thee 
mommomoststs aaabububundndndndananant t t gagagagamemme fififissshhh arare e ChChhanannenell CaCatfitfisshh anana ddd FlFlatatheheadad dad 
CaCaCC tfitfitfifissssh.h.h.. OOOOththththererer ggggamamamaame e e fi fififishshshh ffffouououououndndnnd iinn MiMiMiM dddddd leleee RRRiviverererr, , bubububut t lellel sslessss 
ababababununnunundadadadadantntntnt aaaarerereree WWWWWalalalalalleleleeleyeyeye aaaaandndnddnd BBBBlulululuegegegililii l... CCCChaahahannnnnnelelelel CCCCatataa fififiCCatattattfi fifi hshshsh aaandnn  
FlFlFlFFl ttatathheheheadadadadad CCCCCatatatatatfifi fi fifishshshsh cccananann bbbbbeee cacacacaugugugugghthththt iiiinn nn abababababunuununundadadaauununundadadaancncncceeee ththt rorougughout theh  
leleleelengngngngngthththth ooooff ff MiMMMidddddddddlelelele RRRRRiviivivivererererer,,, , hohohohowewewewewevevevevv rrr ffeevevevever,r,r ffffrororoommmm eaeaearlrlrly y y MaMaMaMayy ththrorougughh June 
a a a sisisigngngnifiificcananttt cooconcncncncenene trtratatiincenentratatatioioionn ofofof CCChahhahahannnnnnnnelelelel CCCCatatatatfi fififishsh aaandnd vverery y lalarge 
FlFlFlatatatheheheadad CC ttatheheaddad CCCatatatfififi shshsh aarere fffffooouououndndnd iiiinnnnn thththththe ee e sesesesectctctioioion n nn ofof rriviverer directly beloow
ththe e fofordrd aaatt tt PaPaammmmelel PPararrk.kkk.

Wildlife Viewing
WiWiiildldldlife in and along the MiiM ddddlele RRRivivivererer iiisssr iisss abababbununu dadadadantnt DDuri  abbba ununuunndadantn . Duuringn  
early spring many raptors such as thts ththe e ReReReReReReed-d-d-d-d-ddd TaTTaili edededeed HHHHHHHawawawawawawawawawaaa k kkk kkkk 
and the Broad-Winged Hawks cs ccan be e ee vivvivivviviviewewwwewewwe edededdeddeddedd sssssssssssoaoaoaoaoaoaoaooaaoaoaaariririiriiririrrirr ngngngngngngngngngngngngngngng 
over the river valley busily tenendding nnnnesesesesesesesestststststtsss iiiiiiin n nnnnnn nnn lalalalalalalalaalalaargrgrgrgrgrgrrgrgrgrgrggrgge eeeeee ee ee e eeeee trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s s s ss sss ss s s ss s ssssss
that over-hang the river. Keeeep aan eyeyeyeyeyye e e e e e ouououououououououououout tt tttttttttt fofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoooofoooooofoor rrrr rrrr r rr rrrrrrrrrr BaBaBaBBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBBaBaBaBaBBaBaaaBaBaaaaaaBaBaaaaaaBaBaBaBaldldldldldldldldldldldldldldldldldddddlddldldldldddldldldldldldddddddddddddldddd-----------------
Eagles as they become moore cocommmmmmmomomomomomoomoomomooonnnnnnnnnnnnnn rererererererererrerererererererrerereeerr sisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisississsisisisisisssisssssssidededededededededededededeedededededdededdedededeededeedeeeeeedededededededeedeeeedeeeeddedeedeentntntntntntntnntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnttntntntnnnttnnnnnnnn s sssss sss sss s ss ss ssssssss sss s sss sss ofofofofofofofofofofofoffoffofofoffoofofofofofofofofofofofooffoofofoooof 
this area. During mid to latte sprringngngngngnggggggg, ,, ,, ,, wawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawwawawaaaawwawwawawwaaw teteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteeteteteteteeteteteeteerfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfffrfffrffrfrfrrfrffffrffrfrffrfowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowoowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowwowowowwwwllllllllllllllllllllll bebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebbebebebebebebebbebbebebebebbbbbbbbbegigigigigigigigiggigigiigigiggiigigigiigigiggggigiggigin n nnnnn nnnnnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
migrating through with maany sigghhhghhhtitititittitttitt ngngngngngngngngngggngngngngnggnngggggggs s ss s s s s s ssss s sssssssssssss ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoofofoffofofoffoffooofffoofofo WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooood d d d ddd ddd d d d dd d d ddddd dddddddd dddddddd
Ducks, Teal and Canada GGeese –––––– pppppppppppppppplelelelleleleleleleeleleleeleeeeleeasasasasasasasasassasasasassasasasasasssasasassasasasaassssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee dodododododododododododododododododododoodododododoodododdododododdoodoooooodon’n’n’n’nn’n’n’nn’n’n’n’nn’n’n’n’’n’nn’n’n’n’n’nnnnnnnn t tt tt t t t tt tttttttttttttttttttt dididididididididididididididddididididdididddddidddididdddddd stststststststststtstststststststststststsstsstsssssssstsssstttururururururururururururururururururururururururuuururururrruruuruuruurruuuuuuuuuurb bb bbbbbbb b bb bb bbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb
ththeieir shore-line nests. Durinng theeeeee sssssssssssumumumumumumumumumumumummummmummmummumummmummmmemememememememememememememememememememememememeemeemeemeemmeeemmmmeeem r rrrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
commmonon bird species that yyou wwilililililillllllllll
see are the blblueue bird, bank sswallloow,w,w,w,www,w,,ww,, 
great blue heron, grgreeeen heronn, kiingg

fi shhhherererer,, babababaabaarrrrrrrrrraaaaarrrrrrrrededededede oooowllwlwlwlw ,,, grgrgrgrgrgrg eeeaeaeaeeae ttttt-t-t-t-hohohh rnnnnededededdddeddedddddddddd  
owo l,, ww, wowowooododooodpepep ckkckccc ererereers,s,s,s,s,,s, ccccccarararrrdididinananaal,l,l,,l,l wwwwwwwiililllilllllili ddddddddddd d dddddddd
turtuturkey andndndd oof f coocococoooc urrrururu sesseseseess tttttttthhe higgghhh h h 
sooarinngg tut rkey vuluultuuuuuturerereres.s....  

Soome species of mammmmmals ththhhataatattattat  
yoy u may see are the e beeaver,
muskrat, raccoon, oposssum, 
whitetail deer, coyote, ffoox,x  bobcaaat,tt,t, bbbbbadadadadaddadadadaddadgegegegegegeggeggeeeeeeeerrrr,rrr, 
ground hog, skkunk, foxx squirrel, bats,s, 
minkk, wew asels and manny other ssmall 
rodents.s  

hhee ririvever r isis aalslsoo hoomem  to severaaall spsspspece iesThThee rThThee r
shhwawateter r clc amms,s, ccrarayfiy ssh,h  snails, of freeshshw

ttoaoaoadsdssds,,,, snsns akakeses aandnd ttururtlt es. Thefrogs,s,ss tttooo
ommmommomooonn nn rereereptptptptililililee ee sisisisighghghghg titittingngngng wwwouououo ldldldddd mooomosttstst ccccoo
sofoft-shhelelll tuturtrtllel  – oftftfteen sseeennbebebebebebebbebebe tttheheeehee sso
g back into water r ahaheaeadd of scscsccscscscscscscscscscscsssss urururururururuururryryyyyininninnnnng 

round a bend in the riveu round a bend in the riveer.errrr.yoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoooyoyooyyy u uu u uuuuu assasassasaassaaa yyyyyyouooyoyoyoyyoyoyoyoyoyoyooyoyoyyoyoyoyooyoyyyoyooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuu asasasasasasasaaaa yyyyyyyouoooooo

ass through Pammel aWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWWhWhWhWhWhhWWhWWhWhWWWW enenenenenenenenenenenenenneneenneennneeeenee yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyouooouuuouoouououoo pa
sure to stop and doe PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPPaPaPaaaaaParkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkkrkrrrkkk mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmakakakkakaaakakaaaa e

wildlife watching, as wsososososososososososoososososooommmememememmemmeme w
mel Park is part of the mPaaPPPPaPPaaPamm
al-Iowa Makoke Birdinngggggg TTrTrTrTrTrTrTTTTrTTrTrTrTTrTrTrTrTTTrTrTTrTrraaiaiaiaiiaiiaaiaiaiiaaaaiaiaillll.l.llllllllracecececeecc ntr
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Canoe & Kayak 

Rental Information

Raccoon River Valley Adventures
515-422-6420

Des Moines Rental, Des Moines
515-277-4401

Canoesport Outfi tters, Indianola
800-257-6080

Camping

Middle River Forest Park
– Adair County Conservation
Primitive tent camping
Primitive trailer camping
No utility services/restrooms

Pammel Park 
– Madison County Conservation
Modern RV/Trailer camping
Electric/Water  Utilities
Dump Station
Tent Camping
Yurt Cabins (2)
Modern Shower/Bathroom

Winterset City Park 
– Winterset Park & Recreation
Modern RV/Trailer camping
Electric/Water/Sewer  Utilities
Dump Station
Tent Camping
Modern Shower/Bathroom

Local Amenities 

& Services

Winterset
Breadeaux Pizza 515-462-1888
Pizza Hut 515-462-1133
Godfather’s Pizza 515-462-9441
Sports Page Bar & Grill 515-462-4673
Hardee’s 515-462-1370
China Café 515-462-2828
Mi Pueblito Mexican 515-462-1640
The Cellar Coffee House 515-462-4776
Espresso Yourself Coffee Shop 515-462-5962
The Bakery Unlimited 515-462-2261
Northside Café  515-462-1523
Rudy’s Restaurant 515-462-3160
Subway 515-462-1978
Maid Rite 515-462-1303
Frostee’s Dairy Sweet 515-462-2777
Fareway Grocery Store 515-462-2216
Breedings Tru-Value Hardware 515-462-2984
Pamida 515-462-1030
Family Center Farm & Home 515-462-1855
Casey’s General Store North 515-462-9906
Casey’s General Store South 515-462-9904
Kum & Go 515-462-2921
Git-N-Go 515-462-4062
Super 8 Motel 515-462-4888

Greenfi eld
Nodaway Diner 641-343-7083
The Old Hotel 641-743-8300
Subway 641-743-6688
Greenfi eld Bowl 641-743-2160
The Smokehouse Bakery 641-743-2795
Casey’s General Store 641-743-2248
Kum & Go 641-343-7092
Back in Thyme B & B 641-743-6394
Brass Lantern B & B 641-743-2031
Weiland’s B & B 641-743-6403

AINT CHARLES 

MIDDLE RIVER FOREST 
COUNTY PARK & ACCESS 
(ADAIR CO. CONS.) (#89)
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Access Point Summary

*Based on optimum fl ow/river levels: CFS (cubic feet/sec) output should be reading between 600 to 900 at the Indianola Station for optimum fl ows in Adair/Madison County.
Go to USGS Real-Time Water Data for Middle River to obtain the CFS reading; (http:waterdata.usgs.gov/ia/nwis/uv)
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“The movement of a canoe is like a reed in the wind.  Silence is part of it, and the sounds of “The movement of a canoe is like a reed in the wind.  Silence is part of it, and the sounds of 
lapping water, bird songs, and wind in the trees . . . man is part of his canoe and therefore lapping water, bird songs, and wind in the trees . . . man is part of his canoe and therefore 

part of all it knows . . . there is magic in the feel of a paddle and the movement of a canoe, a part of all it knows . . . there is magic in the feel of a paddle and the movement of a canoe, a 
magic compounded of distance, adventure, solitude and peace. The way of a canoe is the way magic compounded of distance, adventure, solitude and peace. The way of a canoe is the way 
of the wilderness and of a freedom almost forgotten, the open door to waterways of ages of the wilderness and of a freedom almost forgotten, the open door to waterways of ages 

past and a way of life with profound and abiding satisfactions.”past and a way of life with profound and abiding satisfactions.”
                                  ~ Sigurd F. Olson                                  ~ Sigurd F. Olson
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ACCESS (#61)

SCHILDBERG 
ACCESS (#78)

ROSEMAN COVERED 
BRIDGE ACCESS (#71)


	Water Trail Brochure Outside - Updated
	Water Trail Brochure Inside - Updated

